
Greetings parents of Grade 5 and special blessings to all mothers!  
 
 
I hope and pray that you are all well and if you are a mother, I hope that your family is doing 
something special for you.  
 
 
As you know, tomorrow will be the 
sixth week of our Online Learning 
situation. There have been many 
positive experiences and also 
challenges that have arisen.  
With Seesaw being accessible to all 
specialists, you should have a notable 
decrease in notifications and e-mails 
directed to you… and more directed 
towards the students.  
 
 
This newsletter has two purposes, the first is to greet you on this Mother’s Day and the second is 
to provide you with some updates as to what the class has been learning!  
 

 
Most recently, the students have begun their 
work on this term’s major Inquiry Project, 
wherein the students will be required to identify 
a topic of interest, create research questions, 
conduct research, and present their findings 
after choosing a method of presentation, which 
may require some 
creating/construction/crafting. If you are not yet 
familiar with an Inquiry Project, it is a project 
designed to foster curiosity, research skills, and 
presentation skills. A few topics of interest from 
your children are… architecture, home cooking, 
ants, pets, laminar flow, hockey, knitting, and 
Ancient Rome.  

  
 
In Science we are well into our unit on Natural Resources and will soon touch on rocks and 
minerals! Some of the students have already shared the geodes, crystals, and precious gems that 
they have during a morning meeting. We even had a quiz on the topic of Rocks and Minerals 
during our optional Kahoot session. 
 
The students continue to work diligently on math, and I am glad to say that we are slightly ahead 
in terms of delivering the curriculum. We are now transitioning away from fractions and are 



currently working on decimals. The students will soon receive a mathematical modeling project 
similar to last term where they will be required to showcase their understanding of math in a 
physical (or digital) manner.  
 
Last week, we completed our unit on narrative stories (I have read some excellently written 
narratives that I will keep for future reference) and we are now looking at fables. Learning about 
fables has been a powerful way for us to make connections to Catholicism, since Christ’s 
parables are structured in a very similar way to fables: there are explicit lessons and morals that 
are being conveyed.  
 
Finally, our optional sessions (Tech Sessions on Thursday at 2:00 pm, Math Challenge Hour… 
now moved to Tuesday at 3:00 pm, and Kahoot sessions… determined on a weekly basis) have 
been very fruitful. Last week for Math Challenge Hour, we learned basic trigonometry using 
sine, cosine, and tangent, while familiarizing ourselves with scientific calculators. In our Tech 
Sessions we have been discussing Powerpoint/Google Slide strategies using the “layering” 
function.  
 
With the recent news from the Ministry of Education and from our CISVA superintendent’s 
office, I look forward to adapting and preparing for our constantly changing environment during 
this health circumstance. If you have any questions or concerns, you are very welcome to e-mail 
me. I will send out another short survey this Friday to assess how our class’ parents are doing. 
May the peace of Christ be with you on this hot and sunny Mother’s Day.  
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Mr. D. Pham  
 
 


